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‘To be continued every THURSDAY. 
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EXGNDE ‘O T rong. thee! Y met at St. §ames’ s 
BS T0 -coffee-houfe an old acquaintance of 

@ es amine, fir’ Harry Prigg’; ‘who having 
xx been long rufticated, and much al- 
tered, I -fhould never “have: recol- 
x5 lected; ‘had it not been for the in- 
1G , formation “fa fine old coat, in 
BP XI which 1 remembered | ‘him’ to have 
“made a Pr about town many years ago: Aftér the 
-ufual civilities had paffed between us, amongft many 
-other queftions, he afked me when I had feen our old’ 
{chool-fellow, fir John Jolly.* I anfwered, that I had 
laft fummer {pent fome days with him ‘at his country" 
feat, in-a manner which would-*have been: highly an 





2 grecable) tora ‘perfor of a Bik fathios able. turn, “put. 
_Mwasito. me rather “fatiguitig Ponce. of gaiety and. 
hofpitality, »whichy: eed c to my' ‘uhpolite tafte, were : 


ny no! means confiftent with the ‘foft’and' ferious ‘plea-" 
(a3 fures 
* See Number 1 530 
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‘fures ofa rural retirement. -He faid, he perfectly agreed 
‘with me in my fentiments, and paffed his time in the 
“country in conformity to thém.: his manner of life, he 
~was fure, would exactly fuit me, and obligingly begged 
I would make the experiment, adding, that -he -fhould 
-go down in a few days, and would carry me with him 
‘in his.chariot. I accepted his invitation, not fo :much 
out of inclination, as curiofity to fee a new fcene .of 
country life, formed on principles fo oppofite to.what 
I had before experienced, and promifed.to attend .him 
-at the time appointed. 


Bur firft it will be proper to give ‘fome account of 
the birth, parentage, and education of my. friend. He 
came-young to -his title, and a finall .eftate,.and was 
foon-after fent to the univ¢fity; where his title ab- 
furdly giving himthe rank of nobility, and .his .eftate, 
though fmall,.an allowance fufficient to fupport that 
rank at that place, he there contracted an affectation of 
grandeur, and a pert kind of felf-importance, which he 
has ever fince retained, and which neither poverty nor 
folitude has yet been able to conquer. Having in two 
or three years acquired the ufual advantages of that fort 
of education; fuch as the arts of fporting, toafting, bil- 
liards and coachmanfhip, he.came to London, entered 
into the gay world, and had addrefs and qualifications 
fufficient to introduce himfelf into what he {till calls the 
beft company ; that is, the company of fmarts, bucks, 
jockeys and gamefters. Nor was he deficient in point 
of gallantry ; for he foon'commenced an intrigue with 
the filter of one of thefe his friends: Whether his in- 
tentions were at firft honourable, is not perfectly clear ; 
but he was quickly obliged to declare them fo, being 
acquainted, that a lady of her rank was not :to be tri- 
fled with, and that he muft either fight or marry; the 
latter of which he courageoufly chofe, as being the moft 
daring action of the two. This lady had more gentility 
than beauty, more beauty than. underftanding, more 
underftanding than fortune, and a fortune about -equal: 
to her reputation. She was tall, and: weil-fhaped, .car- 
ried her head very high, and. being the younger daugh- 
ter of the younger fon of the firft coufin of an Irifh ba+ 
ron, looked upon herfelf as a woman of quality. Ina 
little time fir Harry heartily. hated her for compelling 

-him to marry ;..and the no lefs defpifed .him. for being 
compelled : 
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compelled: fo that finding little happinefs at. home, 
they were obliged to feek it abroad at plays and routs, 
operas and, gaming-tables, at no {mall expence. This - 
could .not continue long ; fo that before one winter was 
at an end, they difcovered that the town-air wauld not 
agree with them, and fo retired to their country. feat, 
about forty milgs from London; whither I fhall now 
conduct my reader. 


On the morning appointed, I attended early at their 
‘lodgings in town, -where I found the poft-chariot at the 
‘door, and my friend ftanding by it, with a long whip 
in his hand, ready to mount the box; faying at the 
fame time, that. coachmen were fuch infolent and expen- 
five rafeals, there was no keeping them, and that there- 
‘fore he always chofe to be his own. In the parlour fat 
:my lady,.and.colonel Macfhean, .a.gentleman who had 
long been very intimate with fir Harry, and not lefs fo 
‘with her ladyfhip; and in the paflage ftood her French- 
‘woman, ina fack and long ruffles, with her arms full 
- of band-boxes and bundies.: ; which were no fooner dif- 
pofed of in.various parts of the chariot, than my lady 
and myfelf, with her woman on a low ftool at*our feer, 
were ftuffed-into the little room that was left. Sir Harry 
mounted the box, -his valet de chambre rode by, and 2 
f{niveling footboy climbed up behind. Thus the whole 
family, with their baggage, and myfelf into the bargain, 
were conveyed without,'the expence of either a ftage 
- coach ora waggon. 


_Norurne paffed during our journey worth relating. 
“Her ladythip {poke little, and that little was only com- 
plaints of .her bad. nerves,, and -ill ftate of health; to 
which, having no expectation of a fee, I paid little at- 
tention. They both. declared, that, nobody but a car- 
rier could dine at an. jan, wherefore they never ftopped 
on the road: fo with the affiftance of a frefh pair of 
horfes,; that had come twenty miles that morning: with- 
out a:bait, about fun-fet we arrived at our journey’s end. 
The colonel got there before us, having rode poft: for 
‘fir Harry frequently declared to us both, that, though 
his friends.were. welcome, he never entertained. their 
horfes.; that it was not the fathion of that country ; nei- 
ther my lord **, nor the duke of * * *, nor himéfelf 

did it, 
Ir 
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Ir was not long before the dinner made it’s appearances 
which was fo very genteel, that had ‘it not beeri rendered 
uneatable by a -bad : affectation -of French cookery, it 
‘would not havebeen ‘half fufficient, after fo-many miles 
travelling, and fo long fafting. At the conclufion we 
had meed, which paffed for tokay, ‘and elder wine, which 
fir Harry {wore was the beft burgundy in England, and 
‘that he himfelf had imported it, in -conjunétion ‘with a 
noble lord in the neighbourhood. -Over a glafs of this, 
the cloth being removed, ‘he informed us, ‘ that:when 
“< the f{moke of London, and the bad-hours incident to 
«« keeping good company, would no longer agree with 
«< his own or his-wife’s conftitution, he had determined 
“© to feck health and quiet in an elegant retirement. He 
*« had been offered indeed a feat in parliament, and a 
‘© confiderable employment ; but his crazy -conftitution 
* would not permit him to accept of the one, nor his 
‘* found principles of the other. Retirement was their 
‘© obje@ ; therefore all they dreaded was the horrible 
‘* irruptions of a country neighbourhood ; but this they 
‘- had happily prevented. That indeed on their firft com- 
“< ing, every family within ten miles round, tormented 
‘* them with their impertinent vifits ; but they returned 
“ none, affronted them all, and fo got rid of them. 
* Don’t you think we did right, my dear? turning to 
« his wife.” ‘“ I think, anfwered fhe, in a furly and 
«© dejected voice, that it is better to forget the.ufe of one’s 
“< tongue, than to converfe with: {quires wives, and par- 
«fons daughters.” ‘* You are right, madam, added 
«© the colonel, with an oath and aloud laugh ; for what 
«© can one learn in fuch damned company?” ‘ 'Fo- 
“« morrow, fays my friend, addrefiing himfelf to me, you. 
«« fhall fee that we want no company, and-that we can 
‘© {ufficiently amufe ourfelves with building-and-planting, 
«¢ with improvements and alterations, which I dare fay 
¢¢ will be honoured with your approbation.” 


AccorDINGLY the next morning, as foon as break- 
faft was finifhed, my lady and the colonel retired-into 
her dreffling room to cribbage, and fir Harry and myfelf 
to reconnoitre the place.. The houfe ftands at the end 
of a dirty village, and clofe by it are a few tame deer, im- 
pounded in an orchard, to which he gives the pompous 
title of. a-park. Behind is a fen, which he-calls a piece 
of water, and before it a goofe-common, on which he 
' -beftows 
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‘beftows the name ofalawn. It was built in that deplo- 
sable era of Englifh archite@ture, which introduced high 
doors, long windows, {mall rooms, ‘and corner chim- 
‘Neys 5 and of gardening, which projected gravel walks, 
cclipt yews, and ftrait-lined avenues, with a profufion 
-of brick walls, iron patifado’s and lehiten images. But 
‘all thefe defe&ts and-many others, he has now corrected 
by a:judicious application of modern tafte. His doors are 
fo reduced, ‘you-cannot enter with your hat-on; and his 
‘windows fo contracted, that you have fcarce light enough 
to findit, if you pull it off. In the 'midft of the front, 
‘one large bow-window is ituck on, refembling a piece 
‘of whited-brown paper plaiftered on a broken nofe; and 
 greatroom is added behind to dine in, which, was it 
ever inhabited, would make all the little ones appear ftill 
jefs: -but having never yet been finifhed, for want both 
= cath and’ credit, it-remains at prefent only a repofi- 

-for broken China: a pair of backgammon tables, and 
‘dhochildtests play-things. His brick walls are converted 
into chimneys and ovens, and his-yew-trees fupply them 
with faggots: his iron-work is fold to the black{miths, 
‘and his heathen gods to'the plumber, for the pious ufe 
of covering theparifh church.: his gravel walks are‘fown 
with grafs; and‘he ‘frequently repeats that frugal, yet 
‘genteel maxim, that fheep are the beft gardiners. His 
horfe-pond, being made ferpenitine, is. become ufelefs, 
jeft it fhould be trod up ; and his fences, being all Chi- 
nefe, are no fences-at all-; the horfes leaping over, .and 
the hogs walking under ‘them at their pleafure. The 
‘tranfplanted avenue is expiring in leaflefs platoons; the 
-kitchen-garden, for conveniency, is removed two fur- 
jongs “from the houfe ; and the ‘kitchen itfelf unjuitly 
turned out of doors, for fmelling of victuals ; a crime of 
which it has ever been acquitted by the voice of the whole 
country. 


Wuewn our furvey was finifhed, ouramufements were 
all at anend; for within doors the pleafures both of fo- 
-ciety and folitude were equally wanting. _Of our con- 
verfation I have given a{pecimen ; and books there were 
none, except.a {mall one containing tunes for the French- 
horn, -belonging to fir Harry, and the third volume of 
Peregrine Pickle, and a methodift prayer-book, the pro- 
sperty of her ladyfhip. I began now to wifh for a little 
cof.my friend fir John’s hofpitality, of which there was 

not 
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not here the leaft appearance. We heard rot of a human 
creature, except by their injuries and infults, not alto- 
gether indeed unprovoked ; for the pantry. and the cellar, ° 
though ufually emypty, were always locked. Strong-beer 
there was none ; and the fmall, though nobody at “home 
could drink it, was not fuuffeted to be given away. The 
fervants were always out of humour, and frequently | 
changing ; and the tradefmen who brought their bills, 

' were paid only by a wrangle; or a draught on fome ten- 
ant who owed norent. ‘There was not a neighbour very 
near, except the parfon of the parifh, and alderman 
Grub, a rich citizen, who had purchafed a confiderable 
part of it from fir Harry. With thefe they lived in a ftate 
of perpetual hoftilities: they quarrelled with the alderman 
for prefuming to buy an eftate which they wanted to fell ; 
and the parfon quarrelled with Them, becaufe he was in 
poffeffion of the only living in the gift of fir Harry, and 
the alderman had a much better to.difpofe of. By the en- 
couragement of thefe good neighbours, and their own ill- 
conduct, confifting of a ftrange mixture of infolence and 
avarice, of meannefs and magnificence, they were defpif- 
ed, perfecuted and aftronted by allaround them. Their 
pigs were worried, their poultry murdered, their dogs 
poifoned, their game deftroyed, their hedges broke, and 
their hay-ftacks fet on fire. ‘They were hiffed and hoot- 
ed at; and now and then a great pair of horns were 
fixed on their gates; an infult at. which they were highly 
. inraged, but the meaning of which neither fir Harry, nor 
my lady, not even with the affiftance of the colonel, 
could ever guefs at. 


I soon grew weary of this land of contention and un- 
eafinefs ; and having recourfe to the old excufe of urgent 
bufinefs, I took my leave, and went poft to town ; refle@- 
ing all the way with furprife on the ingenuity of mans 
kind, to render themfelves at once miferable and ridicu- 
Icus; and lamenting that the happinefs and innocence of 
rural life are now {carce any where to be found, but in 
paftorals and romances. 
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